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Issue: Why did the shaykh mention this point, i-e., that the kuffar affirmed the 
[tawhid of] rububiyyah but not that of uluhiyyah? 


In order to respond to a misconception (shubhah) that existed in his time, and even 
in our time. The content of this shubhah is that the kuffar in the time of the Prophet 
(©) did not affirm the tawhid of rubuhiyyah nor uluhiyyah. This was the argument 
proposed by some of the shaykh’s contemporaries. They invoked the verses: 


1. His (*) statement: “When it is said to them: ‘Prostrate to ar-Rahman, 
they ask: “What is ar-Rahman?’ ” (al-Furqan, 60). 


The evidence [they take from this verse] is that the kuffar rejected and disbelieved in 
ar-Rahman. 


2. His statement: “Yet they deny ar-Rahman” (ar-Ra’d, 30). 
They claim: the kuffar deny His rububiyyah that He is the Creator, the Provider, etc. 


3. His statement: “Yet they dispute about Allah. And He is tremendous in 
might” (ar-Ra’d, 13). 


[They claim:] the subject of the argument is the rububiyyah [of Allah] and that 
Allah is not the only lord and that there are other lords with Him. 


4, His statement: “And he would never ask you to take angels and prophets 
as lords” (Al ‘Imran, 80). 


They claim: they took lords, while the Lord is the Creator; thus this verse indicates 
Quraysh disbelieved in the rububiyyah [of Allah]. 


5. His statement: “So do not set up partners with Allah” (al-Baqarah, 22). 
They claim: because they took partners besides Allah. 


The gist of their shubhah is that the kuffar in the time of the Messenger (®) were 
kuffar in the rububiyyah [of Allah]. 


The response to them: 


1. His statement: “When it is said to them: ‘Prostrate to ar-Rahman, they 
ask: “What is ar-Rahman? ” (al-Furqan, 60). 


The kufr here is kufr in the name not the named. It is reported by al-Bukhari in the 
hadith concerning Sulh al-Hudaybiyyah when the Messenger had a treaty written 
between him and Quraysh, it said: “In the name of Allah, ar-Rahman, ar-Rahim.” 
Suhayl said, “What is ar-Rahman? We do not know ar-Rahman. Write: In your 
name, O Allah.” So they simply chose the name Allah over the name ar-Rahman. 
Thus these kuffar disbelieved in the name and not the named. And the greatest proof 
for this is the talbiyyah, where they say: “I am here at Your service, O Allah, Iam here 
at Your service. You have no partner, except for a partner you control and does not 
control [You].” This shows they affirmed the rububiyyah [of Allah] and rejected 
[His] uluhiyyah. 


2. His statement: “Yet they dispute about Allah. And He is tremendous in 
might” (ar-Ra’d, 13). 


The beginning of the ayah + indicates that the dispute was concerning uluhiyyah, 
because it was deduced, since they believe in His rububiyyah, they should affirm 
[His] uluhiyyah; thus His statement: “Yet they dispute about Allah,” i.e., [His] 
uluhiyyah, not that He is the Lord. Rather, it is concerning Allah possessing the 
attribute of uluhiyyah. 


3. His statement: “And he would never ask you to take angels and prophets 
as lords” (Al ‘Imran, 80). 


The meaning of lords is gods worshiped besides Allah; this shows they are 
mushrikun in the uluhiyyah [of Allah], not in rububiyyah. Moreover, this ayah has a 
reason for it being revealed that clarifies its meaning. Shaykh as-Sa’di mentioned it in 
the tafsir of surah Al ‘Imran, that a delegation from Najran, and they were 
Christians, came to the Messenger of Allah (#) and discussed with him. They said, 
“Do you want us to worship you?” Then this verse was revealed. 


This does not mean we deny the kuffar worshiped angels, but there is a difference 
between making them lords and making them gods. He (*) said, “And [consider] the 
Day He will gather them all together, and then ask the angels, “Was it you that these 


[mushrikin] used to worship?’ ” (Saba, 40). This shows the conflict was concerning 


uluhiyyah, not rububiyyah. 


4, His statement: “And most of them do not believe in Allah without 
associating others with Him [in worship]” (Yusuf, 106). 


Most of them do not believe in the rububiyyah of Allah except while being 
mushrikin in the uluhiyyah of Allah. 


5. His statement: “So do not set up partners with Allah” (al-Baqarah, 22). 


Meaning: not in the rububiyyah nor in the uluhiyyah [of Allah], although they made 
partners in uluhiyyah. 


This shubhah is still found with the grave-worshipers, and you find some people 
who believe the kuffar of Quraysh were disbelievers in the rububiyyah and uluhiyyah 
[of Allah]. 


Source: At-Tawdth wat-Tatamat ‘ala Kashf ash-Shubuhat, pp. 36-8. 


1. “The thunder glorifies His praises, as do the angels in awe of Him. He sends 
thunderbolts, striking with them whoever He wills.” 


